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wnen Mr. uanuns returned to Mf!fu. "'"'-. 

AT&T refusing to sign cable deal, city officials say 

:~ nlerging with TCI says franchise terms will be met; council seeks street-use Plyment 
.~ '. 
,t}yNora LOpez 

, , 

'~_./The DIIIl.sllorol:Gi lie", 

-.!';.CoiimiunfcatioDSgf8nt AT&T, in the middle of 
1D.'erging With Tel Cablevislon, Is refusing to sign an 
~eement to pay Dallas for using city streets to tun Its 
~le lines. city officials said Wednesday. ' , 
'~''/t. city ordil!ance requires ,the City Councll to ap: 
~ve the transfer of control for the franchise agree
'.!!!'1!.nt from Tel to AT&.T. officials said. 
"':13ut AT&T, embroiled in a lawsuit with Dallas over 
'JIIahchlse fees for telephone lines, has told city offl
:C1~1S that It will not sign the cable franchise agree
.jjle)it; which would cost AT&T more than $4 million a 
'ieiir to use c\ty rights of way, 
- • AT&T officials have offered II written assurance 

,thst, Tel will follow the franchise terms. City Councll 
')hj!lllbers, who were briefed In closed session on 
Wednesday, say that's not enough. 
',' "We are going to inalst that anyone who uses the 

, 

, public right of way pay for the right to do so," Mayor 
Ron Kirk said. 

AT&T officials declined to comment. A Tel official 
said the company intends to honor Its franchise agree; , 
ment 

several councll members questioned AT&T's mOO 
lives for refusing to Sign. AT&T has Joined several 

, other' phone companies in filing suit agalnst Dallas 
and other Texas cities, challenging ordinances that set 
the franchise rate. ' , 

Further upsetting some councll members was news 
thst a Tel subsidlary, Tel-Telephony, provides local 
phone service to two Dallas apartment complexes with
out paying telecommunications franchise fees. 

"They want to offer phone service over the cable 
lines and not pay franchise fees because their excuse 
Is thstTel1s already paying for the rlghtof way,"eaId 
councll me!llber Laura MIller. "Their goal Is to not pay 
the franchise fees." , 
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